‘ Moondarnra.
(G. Rawson) Septemben 5th.

To the Minister of Lands

Sin, 1 neceived the notice and the form which 1 hretuwn §ifled up has well
has 1 could understand itt.

Sin 1 am very sorry that 1 should give you 40 much thoubfe about my rents,
but 1 realy could not help itt had 1 have done alf that Laid in my power and
could not get 50 much together. ~Sit when 1 took up this Land 1 had 80 pounds
but by the time 1 had fallen about 15 Acers of scrwub and bunt itt along with
swwey fees and the §inst nent and built a house on itt itt was geting done.

Sin T have a family of eight children, 84ix boys and two ginls which Lt has been
a very hard stwgle and had to go very short sometimes sl myseld§ my wife and
boys all worked with a good heart has we now what a f§ine thing Lt was Lf we
could pull through has we was brought up to farming in Yorkshire.

Sin kast year we cleared about 5 Acers and planted with potatoes and 6 Acers
we sown down with Englidh........ potatoes for seed was very dear hear and Like-
wise grasses. To have thd moneyudo,.by our seeds and keep my family we run L
dett to the stonekeepens then they got agfraid and stoped our chedit just when our
nent became due in November s0 we had fo take some scrub to g§all from one of our
neibors but having to Look agter our own chop has well with such a Large family
1o keep we nrealy could not get the nent together.  Sin no-one knows but our
selgs what T and my wife have sufferned in mind about itt never going to bed but
itt was the topmast and could not sleep the boys we dare not Let them now about
it

Then we used to think that we could pay itt when our potatoes was ready but
when they were heady we could not get them to Market without horses 40 we had to
make money for two horses and saddfed . Pack our Potatoes into Wathalla and pay
for them has soon has we could, the storekeepers wanting their bifes paying and
pushing all the time that they would not fet us have a shilling 1o save and we
was all the time thinking that we would be abfe to make up the rent st one
week and then another untif our chop was compfetely done.  Sin we have paid 0§
all our dets but about ten pounds and has got three horses and pack sadles of our
own.  Sin the five acers of Land that 1 have down in the form is cleared for
potatoes this year and the seven Acers 48 what was potatoes Last year. 3 Acers
of it 45 sown down part peas and part Oats and the reast (hest) 45 planted with
Potatoes and parsnip, carroit Sugar Beet and Mangle and vegetabfes.  Now this




Ground we have grubbed all of the stumps out of itt that is aff the schub
stumps has This 45 VeAY...everinn Land heasel and dogwood.......... eighteen
inches thick and has........to Gether has they can stand all &8 verny heavey
clearing but the s04l cannot be beat we are now falling anothen ten Acer peice
for next year. Sin 1 would ask you fo cause an inspection 2o be made 40 to
prove to you what can be done in eighteen months by a familys oun Laboun.

Sin 1 do rot know how to speak on this case has we have done all that ever
Laid in our power to do we do sincerely pray to you to deal with us has welf
has ever Rays in your power to do has if we were trown (thrown) out of our Land
1 do not now what ever would become of our family no money or home has now we
have got over the hardest time and got a gine prospect before us the work we have
done could not be done paid Labour Less than 410 pounds please Sir would you be
50 kind and do the best you can for us has we must try to borrow the money has
s00n has ever we can please Let me now how am I to do and 4i§ 1 must pay the money
and when, but do not fuan us §rom ouwr home for this time.
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(Copy of Letter sent by G. Rawson showing difficult times in the
earnly settlement of his Land).




