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Diary Notes – James Wilton 
 

 

What follows is a transcription of some diary notes kept by James Wilton (born 16 Dec 1885) when he 

was in the British Army in France during World War 1.  The notes are difficult to interpret in places, 

as the transcription will show.  His son, James Wilton, held the original notes at the time of 

transcription.  Within the transcription, anything in bold means that I was not sure of the word or 

words concerned, and anything in italics is an addition or explanation I have made.  A bracketed italic 

question mark or marks means a word or words I could not decipher at all. 

 

 

Richard Peter Rawson (January 2005) 

 

 

 

Diary Notes (the evidence is that these notes were started in 1917) 
 

Tues 17th April.  Left London 1.30am.  Arrived Boulonge (which is on the French coast south of 

Calais) about 12.30pm.  Put up at Ostrohove Camp about 2 hours then 23 hours journey to Le Havre 

(on the Normandy coast where the Seine River reaches the sea). 

 

Left Le Havre 21st April and proceeded up the line to the Arras district.  Arrived about 7pm 22nd April 

at Headqrs of 31st Divl Train.  (Outron)  Left Outron 2pm 23rd April, reported at No. 2 Coy 

(Company) Office 31st Divl Train.  On 25th left Divl and proceeded to Villun Bruva which is like the 

rest of the villages I’ve seen here – tumbled down looking and dirty.  On 29th April we packed up and 

went on to Maroentle and it was miserable walking as the road was very dirty and there was one 

continuous line of heavy motor wagons running which stirred up the dust till we were white.  Had to 

work late on Friday 28th and Saturday 29th getting things fixed up.  Sunday 29th April (he seems to 

have confused a couple of dates here) worked till 9.30pm.  Monday 30
th
 complained about working so 

late painting wagons and were (sic) ordered to work till 8pm till further notice. 

 

On May 1st saw an air battle and a German aeroplane brought down.  Splendid weather, no rain so far.  

May 1st, 2nd, 3rd worked till 8pm but saw Colonel and didn’t have to work late after that. 

 

Got first letter from home on 5th May.  Cold at night.  Sunday 6th very windy and cold.  Friday 10th 

May notified to report to 221 Coy.  Saturday 11th May transferred to 221 Coy.  Very pleased.  (Does 

this mean he was transferred at his request to get away from a tyrant?)  Sunday 12th shifted to Angin 

(also something here about St Vaast a town in Normandy which is where he appears to have ended up 

– see below) about two kilos from Arras.  Visited Arras which is a complete wreck and still being 

shelled occasionally.  Haven’t been feeling well for some time – troubled with indigestion. 

 

About end of August left Neuville St Vaast and proceeded to Le Targette near Vimy.  (On the internet 

doing a search to see if I had the name Le Targette correct, I found the following web site that may tell 

more about these times - http://www.shiawasseehistory.com/cox.html )  Weather very bad.  Encamped 

just at the rear of observation balloon and have to sleep in dug-outs.  Balloon is shot at occasionally.  

Get sent to Boulonge on 28
th
 July (date seems wrong given above reference to August) for remounts.  

Journey back takes six days.  Splendid weather.  One night Fritz send a shell at balloon which bursts in 

front of it.  Observer gets out in a hurry.  Second shot cuts wire and sends balloon adrift.  Few days 

after another balloon goes up then same performance starts again. 

 

Weather very bad for  August.  Three dry days in month.  Picture show quite near camp.  Change of 

pictures (?) daily.  On 2nd September weather improves and bands visit camp in evening. 

 

About (?) Sept got sent back to base and there 18 days then got sent to No 6 (??) Army.  After six 

days located them at Hassen but was sent to 1st Sect at Barlin.  Spent one week there then we all 

moved to Duhobres near Ypres taking four days to do the journey, passing through Bailleul, Bethune, 



Hazebrouck.  Very warm corner this.  Bombs dropped every night.  Very wet weather.  We are now 

with (?maybe attached to) 2
nd
 Army Anzacs.  Lost 14 wagons, 8 horses and 1 man wounded in first 

week.  Nov 31st had to leave camp at 2am for a trip up the line to try and bring back a wagon which 

was thrown off the plank road but couldn’t find it.  Got back safely after a piece of shrapnel struck 

wagon.  Driver in front got killed instantaneously and brought into camp next day.  2nd Nov (dates 

mixed again?) same day told to report at Headqrs for instructions to proceed to base.  Slept overnight 

at Eichebusch and left on 2nd for Bailleul where I (?) for the night and left on 3rd at 8am by train for 

Hazebrouck.  Changed there and got through (sic) train to Le Havre. 

 

Left Le Havre on Sat 17 Nov for 19th Div Train via Hazebrouck, and joined it at Rackenham.  Was 

there one week then went into 15 GGS at Ebblinghom on 28th Nov with IGT groin.  Was put on light 

duty fortnight later, but had to go back to bed on 26th Dec with pain in back and legs.  (Temp 102)  

Sent to 2nd Can Stng Hos. Boulonge 31st Dec.  Left Hos. on 9/1/18 for Blighty and arrived at Glasgow 

on 10th Jan. 

 

After about 13 weeks in Murryflats Har Hos. (?) was sent convalescent to Lanark for two weeks then 

had 10 days sick leave.  Reported to Depot at Bradford on 15th March.  Left Bradford Sat 18th May and 

reported to 240 Coy Brocton Camp, Staffs.  (Staffordshire?)  Sent to Rugeley Camp on detachment.  

On pass from 25
th
 to 30

th
 May. 

 

 






